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Editor’s Row – On Knitting
Groups
Hello! My name is Jean Andrews and I have taken over
from Christine Hall as the DKG
Newsletter editor.
When I joined DKG last
winter, I didn’t know a lot about
the Guild. The website looked
active and appealing, and I
wanted to fill the void of a
group left behind when we returned to Ohio. We met every
two weeks for nearly ten years
we lived in South Carolina.
South Carolina isn’t much
of a knitter’s haven. It’s hot and
humid more of the year than
anyone there will admit. Within
a few months after we moved,
I boxed up all my wool and alpaca and sent it back to a
friend in Michigan.

EDITORS NOTE:
Very Special Thanks to Christine Hall, former Editor. Christine put countless hours into making the
newsletter attractive and filled it with interesting, informative reading. She included occasional articles
about other crafts; this will continue under the new
editor. In this issue we have a piece by Kathy Brannon on spinning. Articles will be considered as space
permits if there is insufficient knitting content to fill
the newsletter. If you want to read about knitting,
send newsletter submissions about knitting. ;>)

Most of my knitting was
cowls, things to send back to
family in Ohio, dishcloths, and
the occasional fingering weight
wool or sport weight cotton
sweater. It seemed silly to
spend five months knitting
something I could wear three
days a year.
All my knitting group friends
hailed from elsewhere, lured
by the lack of ice and snow.
Massachusetts, New York, Virginia, and Pennsylvania. We
had a bond of distant family,
proximity, and interest. A few
of us were accomplished knitters, more were somewhere in
the middle, and a couple were
dreadful. Some wanted to improve and did, others had no
such aspirations.
I’ve thought about this
group after reading Joan
(Continued on page 5)

Construction News
City of Dayton work on a
water pipe replacement
project has closed Xenia
Avenue to traffic from Pritz
Avenue to Linden. The
project began August 6th
and will take two months

From the President — Our First Year
By Lynn McCowan

The new board has just finished the first year. We had some bumps and glitches to straighten
out, but we’re all still here. We had a great program year and some serious highlights as well. I
do love the Dayton Knitting Guild! Thank you all for being a part of it.
We still need someone to handle the job of collecting materials for the newsletter editor, so she
can do the editing! Think back on how you spent your summer and send us your story. It’s so
much fun to read about trips, and yarns, and books that have enhanced your life.

Those who signed up for the Wool Gathering can expect to be contacted by Lynn or Monica in
early September. If you did not sign up, but would like to be part of it, give us a call. Kim Kulasa
has given our website a new, up to date look and a new set of tools. She’s also steadily adding
many old records to a new digital file. Thanks to her, we’re catching up with technology.
Mary Owen has been a true treasure (pun intended)! She’s so calm, capable, and easy to work
with. I’ve heard so many comments about the quality of programs that I know you know the energy and skill Monica MacFarland brings to the board.
Jean Andrews brings a well honed skill set and great enthusiasm to editing the newsletter. Sue
Pfeiﬀer as the Membership chair has put our membership booklet into a new, easier to edit format and Roggi McCord has just begun her duties as the Vendor contact. All three are wonderful
members of our team and I’m eternally grateful for their competence and commitment.
We’re open to suggestions from all of you members and invite you to be involved with your
guild. Thanks to everyone for an auspicious first year.

Lynn
December Newsletter—share your stories!
The December DKG newsletter will feature an article about holiday knitting and we
want your stories!
EMAIL your editor at andrewsjf4@gmail.com with your comments, suggestions,
or stories about anything holiday yarn related! DEADLINE 15 NOVEMBER 2018. TELL US
ABOUT:
•
•

•
•
•
•

Your favorite or most successful project OR least successful (we’ve all been there)
Whether you knit (or not) your holiday gifts and why
Knitting for the non-knit worthy…
The dumbest or nicest thing a recipient has ever said
Tales of all night knit-a-thons OR last minute substitute gifts to replace unfinished projects
Other tales of woe or triumph

YOU DON”T HAVE TO WRITE A LOT—a couple of sentences, a paragraph, or whatever you
want. Your editor will edit (that’s what she does) and make it look nice. Promise.

Special

Dakota!

34
24 pairs
16
2
6
warmers
5
s sweaters
5
sweaters
6 small
3
3
This year we were fortunate to have a local group from Yellow Springs drive to the Dakotas
deliver school supplies and winter outerwear to several diﬀerent reservations. They
agreed to deliver our hand knits to The Red Cloud School in Pine Ridge, South Dakota and
Saint Joseph’s Indian Center in Chamberlain, SD. It meant our first warming gifts arrived early, but
with a more personal touch. I want to thank our members who knit in wool for
children and
their care givers who will be warmer through the cold winter because of your
and
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Thoughts On A Knitting
Group
By Joan Champie

A knitting group is not just about knitting, because we can...and do...knit at home. Weekly
meetings bring us together for sharing patterns,
discussing yarns, getting help with a dropped
stitch, clarifying tricky directions, learning new
skills, wearing our finished projects, and highly
important: for friendly conversations about our
news, views, joys and concerns.
When our customary meeting place was closed
for two Wednesdays in July, the intrepid Yellow
Springs group met at member Kim Kulasa's
house to continue our comfortable pleasures of
being together and creating our projects. Attendance was as high as at the usual meetings,
and we all felt fulfilled with our habit of Wednesday gatherings. Are all knitting groups as cohesive as ours? I hope so.

Mon, Tues, Friday—10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday—10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday—1 to 5 p.m.

What’s spinning got to do with it?
By Kathy Brannon

I know...this is a knitting guild not a spinning guild. But lots of us spin because….YARN! Yarn
is our secret ingredient, essential to all we knit. Most of what we use was spun in a commercial
mill…and dyed professionally. So why would we want to spin our own? Right?
There are reasons. Last winter I got the insane idea that my daughter-in-law was a superwoman so I should knit the superwoman shawl for her and for my two granddaughters. Then I priced
the yarn…yikes! That was when I was very happy I knew how to spin…the fiber in those colors
was half the cost. Yes, that meant I had to spin it first but there was plenty of time before the holidays. So I began. Three shawls worth. I look back and know I was totally insane! But I did it.
Fortunately for me the “free Craftsy” weekend came up and I watched all the spinning classes I
could find. I discovered there was a way to spin for a single…a good thing since I can’t spin fine
enough (yet?) to come up with a plied fingering weight yarn. If you have a chance, are interested
in spinning, and have the money (not really a lot) you should probably watch some of the video
classes. There are also lovely spinners in the guild who will happily help you get started, but there
is so much to learn! I used to believe “your body tells you how you will spin.” Now I know it is only
partly true.
I know I am not alone. Many years ago I learned to spin, but that was for making rugs so it was
quite different…and it was on an antique wheel I found and (with help) restored. Yes, I also
learned on a spindle, but that is excruciatingly slow for such a big project.
Along the way to the 3-shawl moment I succumbed to the lure of some lovely combed top fiber,
which I spun and knitted into a shawl. I learned a LOT from that…overspun yarn makes for a hard
texture, it’s not OK to leave an overspun section un-straightened...and more.
I highly recommend that you use your early handspun to knit something so you have a better
idea of what you are doing right and, more important, wrong.
That’s what spinning might have to do with it!

(Continued from page 1)

Champie’s fine ode to her knitting group. Last
month two members of my little South Carolina
group unexpectedly died. Surgical complications
and a rare medical condition led to fatal results.
We hate knowing this, but sometimes things don’t
go well and there is no one to blame.
All of this brings me back to how happy I am to
have found DKG. I hope you are too. There are
people in this group that give a great deal of their
time, energy, and care into making it what it is. Do
something, however small, to lighten their load
and spread the work a little thinner, for by this we
have the kind of group that enriches us all.
THANKS to everyone who contributed to this issue!

ALL THE FUN OF THE FAIR—DKG MEMBERS RAKE IN THE RIBBONS!
Beth Easterday from Urbana entered her
Mercury Socks into the Champaign County Fair in the knitting category "Pairs" and
won first place! Beth also took a second
place ribbon with her “Starshower” Cowl.
Congratulations Beth!

Cheryl Paxton’s fair entries varied, but her skill is apparent in all of them!
Congratulations Cheryl!

Shelley Stevens entries in the Clark County and Ohio State Fairs—WOW!
Congratulations Shelley!

Congratulations to all our
dkg fair entrants and winners!

An Ode to Iceland by Varina (Macfarland) Patel
Each time I visit Iceland, I am awed by its diverse beauty. Black sand beaches stretch as far as the
eye can see - scattered with icebergs that rock and pitch as the waves roll in. Steep cliffs emerge
from the fog to show off a drapery of waterfalls - each more beautiful than the last. Snow capped
mountains stand watch over rocky hillsides so green with moss that they seem to have sprung from a
fairy tale - and indeed, many locals believe that elves and spirits inhabit these vast landscapes.
Last November, my husband and I visited the remote mountain town of Egilsstaðir to photograph the
Aurora Borealis… but this trip was to be the beginning of my first sweater, too.
We stayed in a pretty hotel on the outskirts of town, and in the evening, we climbed the stairs to the
loft to watch for the Northern Lights. There, we met the young lady who would set me on my path to
knitting that first sweater. I don’t remember her name, but she had a lovely smile. She worked in the
hotel, baking the fresh bread we enjoyed each morning. She knitted rapidly as she talked about her
family and her travels, working on a sweater for her sister. The sweater she wore was another of her
creations - a lovely green cardigan made from the thick sheep’s wool Iceland is known for. I was surprised to discover that she’d taught herself to knit only three years before.
My mother taught me to knit when I was a child. I’ve made my share of hats and scarves… and I once
made two-thirds of a sock - but a sweater seemed like a massive project, until that night. As I waited
for the Aurora, I realized that if this newly-minted knitter could make sweaters with such apparent
ease, I had no excuse.
It seemed fitting to purchase yarn there in Egilsstaðir and make an Icelandic cardigan like the ones I’d
seen on so many of the locals. After a freezing night chasing the colors in the sky, I found a little shop
nearby, and chose a rich blue heather for the body. I knew I wanted to incorporate some colorwork,
so I added charcoal grey, light grey, and indigo. Of course, I had no idea how much yarn I’d need, so I
texted my mother. Thanks to the wonders of WiFi, she was able to offer advice from 3000 miles away.
Back at home a week later, I chose a starfall pattern from Ravelry and submitted it to my mother for
review. She suggested I try a top-down pullover pattern for a simpler first try, but I was too stubborn to
change my plan. I started working on my sweater at Thanksgiving that year - with my mother nearby
offering helpful suggestions and advice. I made my gauge swatch and cast on.
After knitting a few inches of the body, I began to suspect something was wrong. The sweater
seemed awfully big - but I couldn’t find a mistake… so I kept knitting, hoping I was imagining problems where there were none. I compared my work to a sweater that fit me well, and with some determined stretching and scrunching, they seemed nearly the same size. By the time I reached the underarms, it was clear that my finished product would end up resembling a bathrobe more than a cardigan. Unwilling to admit defeat, I carried on. I set the body of the sweater aside and began to knit the
sleeves - following the pattern carefully. When it became clear that I could fit both arms - and maybe
a leg - into the sleeve, I decided I’d better call my mother. It was time to start over.
As always, mom knew exactly what to do. She had me measure how many stitches I was making per
inch as I knitted, and compare it to my original gauge swatch. I was way off. My gauge measured 6
stitches per inch, but I was getting five to the inch as I knitted. That’s a common problem for a beginner, since we all tend to knit unevenly at first. My mother also suggested I use the Elizabeth Percentage System (EPS) to modify the pattern for a better fit. She sent me a simple diagram, and I got to
work.
(Continued on page 13)

By Monica MacFarland

Coming up with new and interesting programs
and workshops for the guild year is a challenge.
I am hard at work on ideas for the 2018-2019
year.

Anne’s patterns are amazingly adaptable. A pattern I bought had chest sizes from 35.5” to 64”.
Her instructions are clear, concise and detailed
and the schematics include all the finished
measurements you could possibly need.

If you joined us for meetings, workshops or a retreat last year you could have learned a lot. We
had a hands-on Needle Felting session, did
lace knitting, took our measurements, and tried
out a needles at the Needle Tasting. We
learned about the ergonomics of knitting and got
tips on changes we can make to improve our
handy work.

Anne's Shapely Shoulders Workshop helped
us understand how important shoulder shaping
is. A variety of tips on how to adjust the shoulder
area of a garment for better fit were explained.
We also learned to execute smooth shoulder
seams, and practiced shoulder bind off techniques to eliminate jogs and bumps. We will be
able to knit more professional looking garments
We had two top notch designers, Anne Hanson in the future.
and Beth Brown-Reinsel who came to share
their skills and knowledge.
At the March meeting Anne Hanson told us how
she become a designer and what inspires her
many designs.
The variety of natural colors and yarns in the
Bare-Naked Wools pop up shop were hard to

At the retreat Beth Brown-Reinsel was incredibly
knowledgeable and very patient with our very
large group when she helped all of us knit a
small Gansey sweater. We learned a variety of
traditional construction techniques including
Channel Island cast-on, split welts, seam stitches, traditional knit/purl patterns, underarm gussets, and shoulder straps.

resist! Anne’s knitted swatches of each yarn
showed us how the yarns softened and bloomed
after washing and blocking. Some of us were
inspired to use her patterns and yummy natural
yarns.

Those unable to attend Beth's classes can still
create the little Gansey by following the instructions in Beth's revised book Knitting Ganseys:
Techniques and Patterns for Traditional Sweaters which has just been published. Beth teaches all over the world and has other patterns and
(Continued on page 11)
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225 N. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402
937.221.9585
Jamieson’s of Shetland Spindrift in more than 200 colors

Brooklyn Tweed
Blue Sky Fibers  Spud & Chloe  Shibui
Phydeaux  Biscotte & Cie
Manos del Uruguay  Rowan  Berroco
Rauma  From the Mountain
Opening hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 11:00am – 7:00pm
Friday – 11:00am – 6:00pm
Saturday – 10:00am – 4:00pm
Knit/Crochet Gathering—Saturday at 10am

Knit/Crochet Night – Thursday until 8:00pm
www.stringsattachedyarns.com
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Dayton Knitting Guild Programs
September -December 2018
September 17th: Knitting Around the Edge

Monica MacFarland

Bring some yarn, needles and a set of dpns.
We will knit up and around a variety of edges including hems with and without picot, a set of
“quiet” edges such as applied i-cord, no-edge edging (who knew), and reverse stockinette stitch
roll. If there is time we will tackle an applied lace edge.
October 15th: Elizabeth’s Percentage System aka EPS

Monica MacFarland

Learn how to design your own Yoke sweater with the yarn and needles of your choice using Elizabeth Zimmermann’s Percentage System. Once you are familiar with the concept you can work out
basic patterns for any raglan, drop shoulder or yoke sweater.
Oct 20th and Nov.3 9 – 2

EPS Workshop: Monica MacFarland St. Mary Center

Cost for both sessions: $50 (yarn is included). Make checks payable to Dayton Knitting Guild. Fill
out the sign up sheet and mail to Monica MacFarland. Class limit 20. Members have priority. Sign up sheets are available on the DKG website and at the meetings. Bring food to share for
a light lunch. Using EPS we will knit a doll size sweater to become comfortable using Elizabeth’s
Percentage System. Bring size 5 or 6 16- inch circular needles and dpn’s and the usual kit. Yarn
will be provided.
Session One: We will become familiar with EPS, calculate the percentages, fill out the gauge
page and work on the body and sleeves of the wee garment. You will have time to finish these
pieces up to the underarm at home.
Session Two: We will combine the body with the sleeves and get going on the yoke with short
rows to raise the back neck and adding colorwork designs and the decreases that shape the
shoulders.
November 19th: Brioche

Shelley Stevens

Bring needles and some yarn and we will learn the basic brioche knit (brk) and brioche purl (brp)
stitches.

December 8th Christmas Party: at Lynn McCown’s 10 - ???
Bring a salad or dessert to share. Main dishes and drinks will be provided. If you want to participate in the gift exchange bring a small wrapped gift.
Editor’s Note: Our “Meet the Members” column returns in the December newsletter.
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(Continued from page 8)

DVD’s that are available on her web site Knitting Traditions
(https://knittingtraditions.com/).
The Christmas and the St. Patrick's celebrations at Lynn's house
were a lot of fun and the food is always delicious. Some of us
attended the Dragon's Ball Game.

All in all, it's been an amazing year for our guild. Stay tuned for
more hands-on programs in the 2018-2019. Of course, if you
have a skill or technique to share with us or something you’d like
to learn more about, I’d welcome your help.
.
Community Service Projects collected at our scheduled meetings.
Warm Up the Community
Co-chairs: Barbara Evenson and Judy Banks
Members knit caps, ear warmers, mittens, and scarves to be distributed through various organizations to keep heads, ears, hands, and
hearts warm during the winter months.
Dayton VA
Chair: Marti Coblentz
Knitted and crocheted lap robes are delivered to the Dayton Veterans Administration Hospital. Materials must be washable, of any design,
colorful and measure about 36" x 42". Ties may be added for wheelchair use. Comfort items such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, pens, pencils, combs, and DVDs are also collected.
Preemie Hats
Chair: Nancy Newman
Members knit these for the Miami Valley Hospital Neo-natal Center. The hospital uses at least fifty hats per month.

The Importance of Ply
By Elizabeth Martin

As knitters, many of us seldom use the yarn called for in a pattern. There are many reasons to
substitute a yarn: maybe the yarn that was called for is not available, or too expensive, or we
want to use a yarn already in our stash. Sometimes the yarn that you substitute works out really
well, other times it may not turn out so great. Just looking at the weight of a yarn may not be
enough information. The number of plies in a yarn, the tightness of the twist of the ply, the fiber
content, and the way a yarn was spun can all affect how a finished project will look. The more we
know about how a yarn is constructed, the better informed we can be about how it will behave in
a project.
A yarn can be made of one single-ply or of two, three or more plies spun together. To find out
how a yarn was plied just find the end and unravel it just a bit to count the plies. How a yarn is
plied affects how the yarn behaves when it is knit. Another thing to look at in any plied yarn is the
angle of the ply. Is the yarn very tightly plied (like a sock yarn) or loosely plied (like a laceweight
yarn)? The more tightly a yarn is plied the more durable it will be. However, the more tightly a
yarn is plied the more softness it loses.
A single ply yarn is usually loosely spun. It is not as durable as a plied yarn. A project knit in a
single ply yarn may bias in stockinette stitch. A stitch pattern stitch may hide biasing, but cables
will not stand out as much in a single than they would in a three-ply yarn.
Two ply yarns are more oval than a rounder three-ply yarn. This results in a yarn that works well
in lace and gives a soft edge to colorwork. A two-ply will also give a softer look to cables.
A three-ply (or greater) yarn is rounder and more durable than a two-ply or single-ply yarn.
Three-ply yarns are great for making textured patterns jump out. Lace will not open up as much
as it would if done in a two-ply yarn, but colorwork in a three-ply yarn will be crisp and the colors
distinct.
It is important to note that the amount of plies has nothing to do with the thickness of a yarn. Just
because a yarn has more plies, that doesn’t mean it will be a thicker yarn. There are plenty of
two ply bulky yarns and four ply fingering weight yarns.
Finally, there are no rules in knitting and these are just generalities. I break these “rules” all the
time! Knit a cabled scarf in a single ply yarn and enjoy the softness! Knit a lace project in a fourply fingering weight yarn! Swatching for your project will ensure that you will get the results you
want.
Ed. Note: Elizabeth has graciously offered to share her knowledge with the guild through a series of articles on yarn construction and how it affects knitting. We welcome Elizabeth as a Contributor.

(Continued from page 7)

I wrote down my measurements,and recalculated. I then frogged my first attempt, rewound my yarn, and started again. This time,
progress was quicker… I was working with
fewer stitches, and feeling more confident. I
completed the body of the sweater in a few
days. This time the size seemed right. When
the sleeves were completed, I gathered my
colored yarns and started on the yoke. The
color work was challenging, but it went quickly once I got the hang of it… until I tried the
sweater on again.
My sweater didn’t conform to the shape of
my shoulders as I neared the neckline. Instead, it stood up straight and then curled
outward under my ears like a drunken turtleneck. It looked ridiculous, but by now I was
an old hand at ripping out stitches. This
time, I watched the pattern carefully, and
added decreases to shape the shoulders. I
tried it on again before I knitted the button
band, and was pleased with the shape and fit.
The finished sweater is my ode to Iceland.
It’s blues represent icebergs and open sky.
The greys are storm clouds moving in fast
over snow-capped mountains. I chose buttons with simple swirls that reminded me of budding plants on the prairies, and the “starfall” pattern re-

minds me of the nights I spent hiking across vast hillsides in search of my next photograph. The thick yarn
will keep me warm on the chilliest winter days… and whenever I wear my Icelandic sweater, I’ll remember
that moment in Iceland when I realized I was ready for a new challenge.

Shawl Auction Information
By Kim Kulasa

When Eunice Powell died in December 2011, she possessed some wonderful hand knit lace shawls. Two
of the shawls were knitted in the Orenburg region of the Russian Federation. Two other shawls were knitting in the Orenburg style, probably by Eunice.
Eunice left instructions for the proceeds from the sale of these items to go to two of her favorite organizations: the Dayton Knitting Guild and Choices in Community Living, an organization that provides group
homes for people with mental retardation.
Her executor has had the shawls appraised. We would like to try a silent auction with bidding to begin at
2/3 of the appraised value of each individual shawl. All bids should be emailed to our treasurer Mary Owens (owens.maryk@icloud.com). The silent auction will begin October 1 and end October 31.
Due to space and reproduction considerations, pictures of the shawls are on the DKG website rather than
in the newsletter. It is hoped they can be viewed more easily this way.
Click the Eunice Powell Shawl Auction Web Page to see descriptions, pictures, and minimum bids.

Guild Information
The purpose of the Dayton Knitting Guild (DKG) shall be to promote interest and skill in the art of knitting, to encourage
high standards of quality and workmanship, and to encourage the use of those skills for the benefit of others.
Membership is open to all skill levels.

Officers and Board Members
President: Lynn McCown
VP/Program Chairman: Monica MacFarland
Secretary: Kim Kulasa, Treasurer: Mary Owens
Membership Chair: Sue Pfeiffer, Newsletter Editor: Jean Andrews
Retreat Chair: Heather Janney, Ravelry Moderators: Valerie
Moseley, Shelley Stevens, Blog Moderator: Heather Janney
Dues
Our fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues are $15 per year including digital newsletter. Digital newsletter only subscriptions are $10
per year. $25 for membership with a mailed newsletter. Make
checks payable to Dayton Knitting Guild. To join, come to a meeting or contact Sue Pfeiffer at 937-344-6834.
Annual Retreat
Attendance is limited to 45. Dues-paid members as of the September meeting have registration priority. Registration forms must
be accompanied by fully paid registration fees.
Meeting location: 310 Allen St., Dayton, OH
at the St. Mary Center at 10 AM and 7 PM
No meetings December, July and August
When you use information or material from our newsletter or web

site, please credit these sources as
follows: Dayton Knitting Guild Call of the Wool, [issue date],
vol. __, no. __; or daytonknittingguild.com.
Call of the Wool newsletter is published quarterly: March,
June, September, December. Deadlines for materials submissions are February 10, May 10, August 10, & November
10. The editor may edit any materials. Send inquiries or
other concerns to
info@daytonknittingguild.com.

The Dayton Knitting Guild email address is
info@daytonknittingguild.com
for questions or feedback.
Visit us online at:
www.daytonknittingguild.com
www.daytonknittingguild.org
Ravelry.com/groups Dayton Knitting Guild

