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My mother died in 2001. I
miss her most acutely in the
last week or so before Christmas. Whatever happened the
rest of year, I remember
Christmas – as a child and an
adult with unblemished happy
memories. She was a great
baker, and there were always
special things made which
never appeared any other time
of the year.

Among them, my grandmother’s nut bread, and a
graniteware roaster filled with
frosted cut-out cookies to be
demolished by me and my
younger brother.
This is not all that remarkable,
I realize. The longing comes
when I go to the kitchen to
bake at Christmas. Whether I
am making her recipes or not,
it always feels like she should
be there.
(Continued on page 7)

Dec 8 - Holiday Luncheon
reminder
Location: Lynn McCown’s home
310 Allen St
Yellow Springs, OH
10 AM-?? PM

THANKS

to everyone who
contributed to this
issue!

Sit a spell and knit. Lunch will be served at noon.
Bring: Salad or dessert to share. Main dishes (one with meat,
and one vegetarian and gluten free) and beverages provided.
To participate in the gift exchange bring a small wrapped gift.

From the President’s corner
By Lynn McCowan

The fall always reminds me of how delightful it is to be able to spend time with
knitters! Knitting is meditative, social, and imminently productive, plus I can ramble on
ns
s
We’ve had great hands on programs and are heading into the Holiday party season. I
received an invitation to the American Indian Movement of Ohio’s special luncheon
fundraiser at Sunwatch in November as a thank you for all the donations we’ve sent to
r
members
all
who donated and a special thanks to Louise Guglielmetti , whose stunning blanket was a
.
There are so many fiber events attended by our members, we have a wealth information available to us. If you had a sharable experience, or learned a notable technique,
read a new knitting book that got you excited, please write it up for the newsletter or oﬀer
give a program. This Guild is all of us and we love knowing about each other’s knitting lives.
result,

Lynn
December sock mania!
A Christmas Knitting Story By Kim Kulasa
My younger son was seriously dating his future wife and she had come over to eat on Thanksgiving. I had given Sarah a few pairs of socks that I knit on my circular sock machine over time
while they were dating. With the cooler weather, she was wearing a pair at Thanksgiving.
Sarah asked me if I would consider making some socks for just the girls in her family for Christmas. I knew she had at least one sister plus her mom, so I said “Sure! Just get me their sizes
and color preferences”.
A few days later, I got an email forwarded from my son. There was a list of 15 women with their
shoe sizes! She has a large extended family. I came from a very small family, and it never occurred to me to ask how many people she was talking about.
My trusty circular sock machine enabled me to get all those socks done in time for Christmas
with several days to spare!

Ed.— Kim Kulasa received the following from long time member Rollie Abkowitz to all her DKG friends.

Greetings to all my friends in Dayton:
I was inspired to write after receiving my newsletter yesterday even though it said
September !!!!! I have not been able to come to retreats because i have moved out
of a four bedroom house into a three bedroom apt. in NYC. I am still unpacking.
I must tell you that I am just the happiest person you could find here. One room is
filled with yarn, fabric and tools, and the rest is a guest room with 600 books and
magazines and a bed, and my bedroom. There are never enough closets and so
that is what I have to deal with. But I have become very popular among my family
and friends and have a constant stream of visitors. I never stop knitting and have
contributed hats and socks to various groups. Now I’m working on a coat for a
dear friend.
One of the things that I have done a lot of is traveling. I have just come back from
the Vogue Koigu destination trip and loved it. With Vogue knitting I went to the Edinburgh Woolen Festival. We had wonderful accommodations in Edinburgh, York,
and London and no shortage of wool while visiting the Rowan factory.
I think the trip that I am to take with Craft Cruises comes just at the time of the
2019 retreat, so I won’t be able to be with you, but rest assured I won’t
miss another one.
I would love to know the pattern that Varina Patel used for her Iceland cardigan.
I’ve made a few this year for family and friends, but that pattern stands out !!!
Best wishes and hugs to you all, Rollie Abkowitz
P.S. I no longer have a car, but I will try to make it down to a meeting in the spring
in a rental.
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Noah’s Landing
Luxury Yarns for Knitters

Susan Sivey
Owner

7575 Brown Rd.
Shreve, Ohio 44676
Call or email for an appointment

330-465-1820
noahwool@embarqmail.com

Mon, Tues, Friday—10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday—10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday—1 to 5 p.m.
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Community Service Projects collected at
scheduled meetings.
Warm Up the Community
Co-chairs: Barbara Evenson and Judy Banks
Members knit caps, ear warmers, mittens, and
scarves to be distributed through various organizations to keep heads, ears, hands, and hearts
warm during the winter months.

Dayton VA
Chair: Marti Coblentz
Knitted and crocheted lap robes are delivered to
the Dayton Veterans Administration Hospital.
Materials must be washable, of any design, colorful and measure about 36" x 42". Ties may be
added for wheelchair use. Comfort items such as
soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, pens,
pencils, combs, and DVDs are also collected.

Preemie Hats
Chair: Nancy Newman
Members knit these for the Miami Valley Hospital
Neo-natal Center. The hospital uses at least fifty
hats per month.
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Meet Our members
Terri Victoria

I had such an interesting time interviewing
Terri Victoria for the
fall DKG newsletter.
Our kids were in high
school together in Yellow Springs, so we go
back to the 70s, and
nowadays knit together regularly. She had joined
Dayton Knitting in the early 1990’s, when they
were still meeting at 10 Wilmington Place and the
first retreat she attended was led by Carol Anderson, the first time Carol was the retreat teacher.
However, I had never heard the story of how she
became a knitter.
Terri said she crocheted some as a child, but preferred the fabric of knitting. She tried knitting once
when her kids were very little, took her project
everywhere, but was very disappointed in the outcome. There were small, unintended holes and
unique shaping. The eﬀort was abandoned.
When Terri was 33 years old, she worked in the
Foreign Finance Oﬃce at Wright- Patterson Air
Force Base. At one point, she shared with a coworker, Sally, that she would love to learn to knit.
Sally immediately oﬀered to teach her. She sat 2
desks over and one row behind Terri, and was
very generous with her time and expertise. Sally
was a great cheerleader. A small group in the
oﬃce knit together during their lunch break and
made “campus boots,” which are cozy slippers.
Then Terri got more interested and made a lace
sweater, which she loved. ”When another coworker, Jerri, announced her pregnancy, Sally pro(Continued on page 6)
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(Continued from page 5)

duced a pattern for a hooded baby sweater with a zipper up the back, a cable up the center front,
and a cable on each sleeve, and informed Terri she should knit it for the anticipated little one. Although daunting, Terri did knit that sweater! Years later Terri found out that Jerri loved that sweater
for her daughter, and that the sweater was also worn by her other daughters, and even a granddaughter. What joyful validation!
Sally always told her, “Mistakes are always easy to fix”, and proceeded to make it true. Sally, her
mother, grandmother, aunts, and sisters had all knit “Socks for Soldiers”, during WWII, and produced many pairs. Terri said when she made a mistake or was totally stuck, she would go to Sally,
who would take the pattern and say,”We’ll just read this and we’ll redo it,” and it worked. Having limited resources, Sally used acrylic yarns, the cheaper the better, and was outspoken about expensive materials.
Terri joined Dayton Knitting Guild (DKG) in 1991. The guild had an information table at a festival in
Downtown Dayton and the member there was so enthusiastic and welcoming that membership was
inevitable. The doors to more information opened wide. New materials, ideas, and techniques appeared. Terri said, “Wanting to knit well made me brave again.”
Terri definitely identifies as a process, not a project, knitter. She said she gets totally energized by
starting a new project and has LOTS of projects on needles at the same time, some of which spend
significant periods in time out. Terri said,”I’m a lunatic, now. When I’m frustrated, I just start a new
project!” She is definitely a woman after my own heart! She also carries knitting with her everywhere. For several years, she’s been a member of a small DKG Knit A Long group in Yellow
Springs that focuses on learning new techniques and using diﬀerent needle sizes. Her favorite needle size is 2.75 mm. She said that she has grown into a knowledgeable, serious fiber snob and no
longer uses acrylics.
Her current personal phrase, when facing a challenge, is “I know I know how to knit!” She shared
that her children have rarely appreciated her knitting, with occasional exceptions, but that that has
freed her to make things for herself. She admits she is still very motivated by making gifts for others,
and by the deep connection of sharing your time to create something unique. Terri has a great technique for projects that are demanding or tedious: “Knit at least one row a day, and it will get finished.”
One of her current projects is a shawl, Water, which was in time out, but is now at the head of the
line. Terri shared, “ I’m not comfortable enough to read a chart. I totally color work my pattern, using
colored pencils. Now I’m finishing ‘Water’ and I’m comfortable and know what I’m doing. I work on it
every day. It requires attention!” She’s also working on a sweater knit with roving, by doing one row
every hour. That variety in needle size on projects really helps prevent muscle and joint problems.
Talking with Terri made me realize how very important social support and interaction are to becoming a skilled knitter. When she began knitting without that support she stopped knitting. Later with
the concern and support of a generous teacher, but also the involvement of a lunch hour knitting
group she became a successful knitter. The continuing support of the knitting community provides a
(Continued on page 7)
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constant source of new ideas and techniques
and Terri is a mainstay of that community!
We ended with discussing having living situations that made knitting an easy lifestyle
choice. Terri, who is also an avid quilter, said”
It’s just me and yarn, and a sewing machine!
Like a true “Fiber Aficionado” Terri closed our
conversation with the statement, “Before I
die, I’m going to learn to spin!” You just have
to admire a woman like that.

Last week as I was peeling an orange, I remembered her “Christmas Brew” recipe which she
made every year…the recipe couldn’t be simpler.
Peel the rind off an orange or two and dry it on a
plate or a paper towel for about a week. Throw
it into a saucepan with a few cinnamon sticks,
and some whole cloves. Pour two or three cups
of water over and set on the back stove burner
on the lowest flame. When the water cooks
down, just add more. You can get a couple
days worth of scented kitchen from each batch.
I turned the burner on while baking cookies today. I haven’t made this for years, but there it
was...that old happy Christmas feeling…

Jean

ELF ornaments by Varina (Macfarland) Patel
This is a project Varina created for the holidays last year.
I made small elf ornaments for each of my children, and my nieces and
nephews. I’ve included a photo of the supplies I used. I didn’t use a pattern - I used size zero, double-point needles and leftover sock yarn to
make simple, tapered “sweaters” and pointed hats.

I purchased wooden head and body-shaped beads at Michael’s. I placed
a small piece of dowel inside each elf to keep the head from drooping
when the elf is standing (the dowel must be narrow enough to allow you
to thread ribbon through the same holes later).
After putting the sweater on the body bead and securing it with yarn, I
threaded ribbon up through the body, the head, a smaller bead (hidden
under the hat), and the hat itself. I made a loop to allow the elf to hang as
an ornament...then threaded the ribbon back down through the hat, and
tied a tight knot against the bead (this knot and bead will hold the body
and head tightly together once the final knot is tied.beneath the body).
The ribbon continues down through the head and body and then through
a large, wooden button that serves as the base. Finally, I threaded the
ribbon back up through the opposite button hole and tied it
tightly between the button and
the body. When I cut the ends
of the ribbon, the knot and cut
ends disappeared between the
button and the body.
Beads, ribbon, charms, and
miniature buttons make each
elf unique.
The elf can hang from its ribbon, or stand on its button base
with the ribbon tucked into the
hat.
(Continued on page 9)
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NOTE: There was a member
question about the pattern
used for Varina’s Icelandic
sweater featured in the previous issue of Call of the Wool.
The pattern is “116-1 a - Winter
Fantasy Jacket” by Drops design. Varina converted the cardigan style sweater to a pullover.

By Monica MacFarland

Dayton Knitting Guild Programs Winter/
Spring 2018-19
December 8th Christmas Party: at Lynn
McCown’s 10 - ???
Bring a salad or dessert to share. Main
dishes and drinks will be provided. If you
want to participate in the gift exchange bring
a small wrapped gift.
Jan. 21, 2019 Double Knitting with
Heather Janney
Bring two colors of wash cloth cotton yarn
such as Sugar and Cream or Peaches and
Cream and size 1 and 3 needles. We will
start a small project using double knitting, a
reversible two- color design technique.
Vendor: Fiberworks
Feb.18 We Heart Cables with Kim Kulasa

March 18 Knitting Socks on two Circs or
Magic Loop with Sandy Kulik
Vendor: Fiber and Fusion
April 15 Traditions that Steek with Lynn
McCown
The April program," Traditions that steek” is an
overview and history of the connections and
borrowing of knitting techniques from the British
Isles, Shetland, the Hebrides, Norway, Sweden,
and Finland
No vendor because of retreat

April 26-28 24th DKG Retreat at BergamoMargaret Radcliff
Raffle and Yarn Market
May 20 Tools of the Trade with Monica
MacFarland

A hands-on session about knit cables.
There will be discussion about chart symbols. The session will also introduce (or reintroduce) some of the tools you can use to
move your stitches while cabling (hook,
straight with bump, small double point, etc.)
It’s also possible to do a cable without a cable needle. We’ll knit a few simple cable
variations. If time permits, we’ll go over how
to fix an “Oops” cable.

A demonstration of the large variety of knitting
tools and how to use them.

Please bring a knitted swatch with 30
cast on stitches knit with at least 10 rows
in stockinette. We’ll use this for our cable knitting.
Vendor: Silk Road Textiles

As promised, more hands-on programs in 2019. If you have a skill or
technique to share with us or something you’d like to learn more about,
I’d welcome your help.

March 13 St. Patrick’s Day Knit-In at
Lynn McCown’s house

Dayton Dragons—TBD
June 17 Picnic

Monica MacFarland
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225 N. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402
937.221.9585
Jamieson’s of Shetland Spindrift in more than 200 colors

Brooklyn Tweed
Blue Sky Fibers  Spud & Chloe  Shibui
Phydeaux  Biscotte & Cie
Manos del Uruguay  Rowan  Berroco
Rauma  From the Mountain
Opening hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 11:00am – 7:00pm
Friday – 11:00am – 6:00pm
Saturday – 10:00am – 4:00pm
Knit/Crochet Gathering—Saturday at 10am

Knit/Crochet Night – Thursday until 8:00pm
www.stringsattachedyarns.com

Guild Information
The purpose of the Dayton Knitting Guild (DKG) shall be to promote interest and skill in the art of knitting, to encourage
high standards of quality and workmanship, and to encourage the use of those skills for the benefit of others.
Membership is open to all skill levels.

Officers and Board Members
President: Lynn McCown
VP/Program Chairman: Monica MacFarland
Secretary: Kim Kulasa, Treasurer: Mary Owens
Membership Chair: Sue Pfeiffer, Newsletter Editor: Jean Andrews
Retreat Chair: Heather Janney, Ravelry Moderators: Valerie
Moseley, Shelley Stevens, Blog Moderator: Heather Janney
Dues
Our fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues are $15 per year including digital newsletter. Digital newsletter only subscriptions are $10
per year. $25 for membership with a mailed newsletter. Make
checks payable to Dayton Knitting Guild. To join, come to a meeting or contact Sue Pfeiffer at 937-344-6834.
Annual Retreat
Attendance is limited to 45. Dues-paid members as of the September meeting have registration priority. Registration forms must
be accompanied by fully paid registration fees.
Meeting location: 310 Allen St., Dayton, OH
at the St. Mary Center at 10 AM and 7 PM
No meetings December, July and August

Use of information or material from our newsletter or web
site, should be credited as follows: Dayton Knitting Guild
Call of the Wool, [issue date], vol. __, no. __; or daytonknittingguild.com.
Call of the Wool newsletter is published quarterly: March,
June, September, December. Deadlines for materials submissions are February 10, May 10, August 10, & November
10. The editor may edit any materials. Send inquiries or
other concerns to
info@daytonknittingguild.com.

The Dayton Knitting Guild email address is
info@daytonknittingguild.com
for questions or feedback.
Visit us online at:
www.daytonknittingguild.com
www.daytonknittingguild.org
Ravelry.com/groups Dayton Knitting Guild

