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Editor’s Row
Monica has a complete
overview of the upcoming year’s
programs in this issue.
Also, some of our advertisers
have upgraded to full page ads
for this year—please support
them as they support the guild.

Table of
Contents
1—Editor’s Row
2—Program Notes
(cont. on page 5)
3—Late Arrival (cont.
on page 7)

Finally, we occasionally run
member profiles in the
newsletter, and since we had
none over the summer lull, I
thought I would take the
opportunity to tell you a little
about me and my knitting...
My story starts on page 3. I
hope you enjoy it.

Jean

Mark Your
Calendars!
2020 Retreat
Dates April 24,
25,26
featuring Janine
Bajus “The Feral
Knitter”
2021 Retreat
Dates April 23, 24,
25

REMINDER — DUES PAYMENTS

THANKS

to everyone who
contributed to this
issue!

The DKG fiscal year started July 1. Pay dues for 2019
-2020 until the end of October. The member Directory will be done in November. Contact Sue Pfeiffer,
Membership Chair with questions.
Membership dues are $15 for electronic and $25 for
a mailed newsletter. Make checks payable to Dayton
Knitting Guild.
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Dayton Knitting Guild Programs for 2019-2020
By Monica MacFarland
September 16: June Cashmere
with Amy Swanson, USA Operations Manager
Amy will take us to Kyrgyzstan in her talk about
Kyrgyzstan’s textile history, the recent discovery
of highest quality cashmere goats, a peek at
shepherd life in Kyrgyzstan, and the strides that
June Cashmere founder Sy Belohlavek and his
team are making toward the ethical and sustainable production of cashmere in Kyrgyzstan. With
the goal of economic development for Kyrgyzstan,
Sy is establishing a cashmere processing mill in
the capital city of Bishkek. This will allow work
with additional shepherds throughout Kyrgyzstan,
provide jobs in the city, and hopefully encourage
additional investment in the country. Additionally,
Amy will share insights about cashmere in general
and June Cashmere’s yarn production and qualities specifically. . . and if the time change with
Kyrgyzstan-Dayton allows, we will call in live to Sy
in Kyrgyzstan to allow interactive engagement
and questions with Sy directly.
Vendor: June Cashmere
September 21-22: A Woolgathering
Young’s Jersey Dairy, Yellow Springs, Ohio Sat. 10
-7, Sun. 10-5
We need at least 3 knitters for each shift to talk
about membership, sell DKG items, and help people learn how to knit or help them with knitting
problems or questions. Helpers may want to
bring their own chair. Most of the shifts are two
hours.
Contact: Monica MacFarland to volunteer.

old. She has a collection along with stories of
some of the impressive knitted items she has
made over the years. After her presentation you
can decide if she has been truly a “Knit Whit” for
60 years.
November 18: Topic TBD with Arenda Holladay
November 18: Mini Workshop
with Arenda Holladay
Vendor: Strings Attached
December 7: Christmas Party at Lynn McCown’s
January 20: Knit for Fit
with Anne-Marie Walkowicz
Once you have your measurements how do you
use them to make adjustments to your pattern so
that your creations fits the way you want them to.
Vendor: Fiberworks
AND...
January 20 1-4 pm A mini workshop with AnneMarie. Bring a pattern you want to use and figure
out some changes to make for better fit.
February 17: Shetland Shawls
with Anna Crellin
Anna will introduce us to the history and traditions
of Shetland heirloom lace shawls and the unique
way in which they were constructed. Simple and
beautiful lace patterns inspired by nature often
adorned these shawls.

October 21: Tales of a life-long knitter with Bev- March 16: Choose Your Own Adventure or Fixing
Knitting Mistakes
erly Edwards aka.” The Knit Whit Lady”
Beverly has been knitting since she was five years with Mary Shue
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blazer (lined) and hot pants set. Since then, my
tastes have become considerably more conservative!

Meet your editor

At age 18, I worked part-time in one of the theaters in my hometown of Danville, Illinois. The
woman who sold tickets would needlepoint
when it was slow. I was curious, so she taught
me. Somewhere along the way, I taught myself
to crochet (left-handed) and made a lot of afghans. Then I took a couple of quilting classes
and did a couple of quilts, but they were handquilted and took forever.
I don’t remember much crafting in college (time
and money). I graduated with a degree in accounting and promptly went to work supporting
myself. I married briefly, but neither of us were
ready and it quickly fell apart. I moved on, got
promotions, moved for new jobs, and completed an M.B.A. in finance ten years later.

My Late Arrival to Knitting
Despite family roots in Illinois and southern
Minnesota, no one in my family knit or crocheted. My grandmother in Minnesota sewed,
but in our annual summer visits there I never
saw a machine or fabric. I remember an outfit
she made me in first grade and a dance costume in middle school. They were beautifully
finished, so I know she sewed well, but it was
never discussed. My grandmother was very
judgemental, and perhaps that is why my mother did not sew. Mom taught me to hand sew a
hem and buttons, but that was it.

At various times I crocheted, cross stitched,
needlepointed, quilted, sewed, and did wool felt
projects. A very close friend and I owned a needlework shop for about ten years – she was an
EGA Master Craftsman in crewel, and I kept the
books for the shop. It never made much money,
but it was fun and a continual source of ideas
and supplies.
In 1990, I went on a blind date with the divorced neighbor of a woman who recruited me
for two management positions. I wasn’t sure
about this, but I thought since she made a lot of
money placing me she wouldn’t want to lose
that. The guy was a salesman who had two
kids and spent our first date telling me he had
no interest in a serious relationship and only
wanted to meet someone and have fun. I remember wondering why he made such a big
point out of that. We clearly had little in common – he was an extrovert salesman with two
kids (child support!) and a fledging business
that was on the rocks. I was an introverted accountant with my own home, a good job, and
money in the bank.

th

Remember 8 grade Home Economics? My
first exposure to sewing nearly ruined me on it
for life. The sewing project was making a gathered skirt. Not only would no self-respecting 8th
grade girl in 1968 be caught dead in a knee
length gathered skirt, but the fabric specified
was cotton. I ended up with a horrific blue
sprigged cotton from Woolworths that looked
like a pillowcase. The partially completed skirt
was “accidently” left hanging in the Home Ec
room closet at the end of the year.
Fortunately, in high school sewing class, we got
to choose our own patterns and projects. I
made an eyelet blouse and denim hot pants
from a Vogue Mary Quant pattern, orange corduroy knickers, and a burgundy crushed velvet

We married one year later and will celebrate
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Noah’s Landing
Luxury Yarns for Knitters

Susan Sivey, Owner
7575 Brown Rd.
Shreve, Ohio 44676
Call or email for an appointment
330-465-1820
noahwool@embarqmail.com

Mon, Tues, Friday—10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Thursday—10 a.m. to 9 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday—1 to 5 p.m.

Hours- Wed/Thurs. 11-6 Fri.1-5 Sat. 11-4
Open Knits Wed./ Fri. @ 1 PM All Are Welcome
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T he C a ll of th e W o o l
(Continued from page 2)

Mary is of our guild members from Ann Arbor, Michigan. She will guide us through fixing some knitting
errors on swatches that you knit at home before the meeting. Stay tuned for your homework. It will be
published at a later date. She will cover picking up dropped stitches in garter stitch, retrieving dropped
edge stitches, and dropping down a section of stitches to fix a pattern row, such as lace or a textured
pattern.
March 18: St. Patrick’s Day Bash at Lynn McCown’s
April 20: Knitting Machine Know How with Julie Esterlin
May 18: Yarn Tasting with Elizabeth Martin
June 15: Picnic

Have a skill or technique to share with us or something you’d like to learn more
about? I’d welcome your help. Monica MacFarland
Community Service Projects collected at
scheduled meetings.
Warm Up the Community
Co-chairs: Barbara Evenson and Judy Banks
Members knit caps, ear warmers, mittens, and
scarves to be distributed through various organizations to keep heads, ears, hands, and hearts warm
during the winter months.

Dayton VA
Chair: Marti Coblentz
Knitted and crocheted lap robes are delivered to the
Dayton Veterans Administration Hospital. Materials
must be washable, of any design, colorful and
measure about 36" x 42". Ties may be added for
wheelchair use. Comfort items such as soap, shampoo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, pens, pencils,
combs, and DVDs are also collected.

www.silkroadcincinnati.com
Fine Yarn & Fabric Globaly & Ethically Sourced
Unique Supplies & Classes for Fiber Artists
Knitting, Crochet, Quilting, Felting, Weaving, Dyeing & Mixed Media
All experience levels welcome.
Artwork from local and global artists

Preemie Hats

Accessories, jewelry, fiber art, & home décor

Chair: Nancy Newman
Members knit these for the Miami Valley Hospital
Neo-natal Center. The hospital uses at least fifty
hats per month.

6106 Hamilton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45224 513-541-3700
Open Tues-Wed 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-5pm,
Sun Noon-5pm, CLOSED Mon
5
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(Continued from page 3)

our 29th anniversary next February. We still marvel at the good fortune that brought us together,
and I can’t imagine being married to anyone else. We have no children, but his family has become
my family. We now have four grandchildren.
Through all this, I haven’t mentioned knitting…because there wasn’t any.

In 2004, I was 50 years old and decided I should learn to knit. There had been one failed attempt
about 15 years earlier. Three inches of ribbing in blue acrylic yarn on plastic needles. The knitting
equivalent of my eighth grade pillowcase skirt.
At 50, I knew every other yarn craft but knitting. So I decided to learn because really, how hard
could it be? Every evening for two weeks I sat with Debbie Stoller’s book “Stitch and Bitch,” a ball of
wool yarn, and some needles in my lap. Although I am left-handed, I taught myself to knit righthanded because I read somewhere that it would be easier to follow patterns, almost all of which
are written for right handers.
My first project was a very short gray wool scarf which I still have. My dear friend Moira (who had
the needlework shop) and I decided for our 50th birthday we would travel to England together and I
knit a boucle alpaca shawlette. I still have it.
Since then I’ve knit countless things, some great, most okay, and a few real fails. This summer, I
used the “Stash Fit Workbook” (www.infinitetwist.com) to really focus on analyzing (the accountant)
and understanding what weights of yarn and types of projects make me happy, and the answers
have surprised me. But I am always learning.
We retired in 2006 and in addition to knitting, I am a credentialed genealogist and writer. In 2014, I
became a Certified Genealogist®, a designation awarded to those who submit a judged portfolio
that meets the highest standards of the field in research, analysis, and writing. I write and publish
regularly for genealogical journals and magazines, and currently serve as an officer and member of
the Board of the National Genealogical Society.
At home, I enjoy cooking and baking, along with the aforementioned crafts. We have two rescue
dogs and four grandchildren who are frequent visitors. My husband’s grown children and their families always enjoy a lunch or dinner invitation.
Despite my late arrival, knitting is the craft I enjoy most, with crochet a close second. My favorite
types of projects are sweaters and home use items in sport to worsted weight cotton and wool. I
love Ravelry (jeanfrances – friend me!) and it is the only social media place you will find me active.
Recently, I recently bought another Raveler’s stock of worsted cotton yarn which I look forward to
turning into dish towels, mats, and other projects. I do not have a large stash and through my analysis realized that I am happiest with a limited palette of neutrals and red for garment knitting, so that
will be what’s on the needles in the future.
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225 N. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402
937.221.9585
Jamieson’s of Shetland Spindrift in more than 200 colors

Brooklyn Tweed
Blue Sky Fibers  Spud & Chloe  Shibui
Phydeaux  Biscotte & Cie
Manos del Uruguay  Rowan  Berroco
Rauma  From the Mountain
Opening hours:
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 11:00am – 7:00pm
Friday – 11:00am – 6:00pm
Saturday – 10:00am – 4:00pm
Knit/Crochet Gathering—Saturday at 10am

Knit/Crochet Night – Thursday until 8:00pm
www.stringsattachedyarns.com
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MACHINE KNITTING IS SO EASY
EVEN A CHILD CAN DO IT
THIS PHOTO SHOWS
MY TWIN GRANDDAUGHTERS
WEARING SCARVES THEY MADE
WHEN THEY WERE 5!
IS A FIVE YEAR OLD SMARTER THAN YOU?
FIND OUT HOW THEY DID IT AT:

Julie's Knit-Knacks
1560 Hillside Drive
Beavercreek, OH 45432
937-426-3580
jesterli@sbcglobal.net

Guild Information
The purpose of the Dayton Knitting Guild (DKG) shall be to promote interest and skill in the art of knitting, to encourage
high standards of quality and workmanship, and to encourage the use of those skills for the benefit of others.
Membership is open to all skill levels.

Officers and Board Members
President: Lynn McCown
VP/Program Chairman: Monica MacFarland
Secretary: Kim Kulasa, Treasurer: Mary Owens
Membership Chair: Sue Pfeiffer, Newsletter Editor: Jean Andrews
Retreat Chair: Heather Janney, Ravelry Moderators: Valerie
Moseley, Shelley Stevens, Blog Moderator: Heather Janney
Dues
Our fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues are $15 per year including digital newsletter. Digital newsletter only subscriptions are $10
per year. $25 for membership with a mailed newsletter. Make
checks payable to Dayton Knitting Guild. To join, come to a meeting or contact Sue Pfeiffer at 937-344-6834.
Annual Retreat
Attendance is limited to 45. Dues-paid members as of the September meeting have registration priority. Registration forms must
be accompanied by fully paid registration fees.
Meeting location: 310 Allen St., Dayton, OH
at the St. Mary Center at 10 AM and 7 PM
No meetings December, July and August
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Use of information or material from our newsletter or web
site, should be credited as follows: Dayton Knitting Guild
Call of the Wool, [issue date], vol. __, no. __; or daytonknittingguild.com.
Call of the Wool newsletter is published quarterly: March,
June, September, December. Deadlines for materials submissions are February 10, May 10, August 10, & November
10. The editor may edit any materials. Send inquiries or
other concerns to
info@daytonknittingguild.com.

The Dayton Knitting Guild email address is
info@daytonknittingguild.com
for questions or feedback.
Visit us online at:
www.daytonknittingguild.com
www.daytonknittingguild.org
Ravelry.com/groups Dayton Knitting Guild

