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Editor’s Row  
“Oh, the weather outside is frightful, 

But this yarn is so delightful, 

And since I’ve no place to go, 

Another row, 

Another row, 

Another row…” 

 

Are you doing any gift knitting 
this year? If you are, how’s it 
coming along?  

 

I’m doing a modest amount this 
year. I’ve done dishcloths, a 
hand towel, and two pairs of 
mitts. One of my friends is trying 
to give up environmentally 
unfriendly sponges, so I have 
made reuseable cotton sponges 
for her to try. 

 

(Continued on page 4) 
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Mark Your  

Calendars! 
2020 Retreat 

Dates April 24, 

25,26  

featuring Janine 

Bajus “The Feral 

Knitter” 

 

2021 Retreat 

Dates April 23, 24, 

25 
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December 7:  Christmas Party at Lynn McCown’s 

 

January 20:  Knit for Fit with Anne-Marie Walkowicz 

Making a sweater is a time consuming and expensive 

process.  We often choose a size, and hope it fits once 

the project is completed.  When you have your meas-

urements, how do you use them to make adjustments 

to your pattern so that your creation fits the way you 

want it to?  Anne-Marie will present some techniques 

for choosing a size, and adjusting a sweater pattern so 

that it fits you. 

Vendor: Fiberworks 

 

January 20  1-4 pm  Sweater Lab: Adjust Your Fit with 

Anne-Marie Walkowicz.  Cost: $10 

This workshop will focus on how to adjust a top-down 

sweater pattern to fit your body size and shape.  You 

will learn how to compare the schematic to your own 

measurements, and rewrite the pattern to fit your 

unique shape.  

 

The handout for the mini workshop will be available on 

the DKG website with details on what to bring to class 

and how to knit the gauge swatch.   

 

If you haven’t signed up yet, find the signup sheet on 

the DKG website and send it to Monica MacFarland, 

3122 Don Quixote Drive, Beavercreek, OH 45431. 

 

February 17: Shetland Shawls with Anna Crellin 

Anna will introduce us to the history and traditions of 

Shetland heirloom lace shawls and the unique way in 

which they were constructed.  Simple and beautiful 

lace patterns inspired by nature often adorned these 

shawls.  

Vendor: Yesterday’s Ewes 

 

March 16:   Choose Your Own Adventure or Fixing Knit-

ting Mistakes with Mary Shue 

Mary is one of our guild members from Ann Arbor, 

Michigan.  She will guide us through fixing some knit-

ting errors on swatches that you knit at home before 

the meeting.  She will cover picking up dropped stitch-

es in garter stitch, retrieving dropped edge stitches, 

and dropping down a section of stitches to fix a pat-

tern row, such as lace or a textured pattern.  Look for 

what to bring for the program and homework on the 

DKG website or wait until the next meetings and the 

handout will be provided. 

Vendor:  Fiber and Fusion 

 

March 18:  St. Patrick’s Bash at Lynn McCown’s  10 – 

2 or so. 

 

April 20: Knitting Machine Know How with Julie Ester-

lin. 

No vendor because of retreat 

 

2020 Retreat Dates April 24, 25,26 featuring Janine 

Bajus aka. The Feral Knitter. 

 

May 18:  Yarn Tasting with Elizabeth Martin 

Fibers such as wool, cotton, alpaca, linen, mohair, and 

silk all have characteristics that will affect the weight, 

drape, texture, durability and look of your finished pro-

ject.  Come try these fibers and more! You will get to 

knit with each of these fibers as we talk about their 

characteristics. We will also talk about the advantages 

of each fiber and when to use them in your projects.  

 

June 15:  Picnic 

This is your chance to sell, trade, or share your yarn, 

books, UFOs and other knitting paraphernalia. Please 

label items for sale with your name and the price. If 

you do not know the person who is selling an item – 

just ask one of the board members, they will be happy 

to point out the seller. DKG merchandise will also be 

available for sale. Stock up if you missed it at the Yarn 

Market. Evening meeting attendees are encouraged to 

come early – have supper, visit, and knit. It’s also a 

good time to renew your membership – save time and 

a stamp! 

 

NOTE: This is our all-day KNIT-IN. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

Dayton Knitting Guild Programs for 2020 

By Monica MacFarland 
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Vogue knitting live 

By Lynn Mccown 

 

We are so lucky to live close to an event like Vogue 
Knitting Live which came to the Columbus Con-
vention Center on November 1, 2, and 3 of this 
year.  

 

The three days offered one hundred and eleven dif-
ferent three hour classes taught by twenty three 
teachers, of whom six were men. Those six includ-
ed Carson Demers who wrote Knitting Comfortably, 
which the DKG had a program on last year. It’s add-
ed some comfort to my knitting life. Franklin Habit, 
who wrote the priceless cartoon collection, “It Itch-
es!” was also there, and the new double knitting 
guru, Alaisdair Post-Quinn. Keith Leonard is a fin-
ishing perfectionist; Kyle Kunnecke, from Seattle, 
author of Urban Knit Collection, and Luke Gilligan 
from Indianapolis taught “How to adapt Patterns.” 
Luke is only eighteen years old, has a Ravelry shop 
and is a really gifted and enthusiastic knitter and 
designer. (Cecilia took one of his classes and really 
enjoyed it.)  

 

A lot of very gifted women were the majority of the 
teaching staff; Amy Detjen, Anne Hanson, Patty Ly-
ons, and Nancy Marchant to name a few. The span 
of topics available was broad and included all the 
basics from Cables to Double Knitting, and Strand-
ed and Mosaic, to fitting and altering patterns. 

There were also ergonomics of knitting, tips for knit-
ting faster, and Steeks and Zippers. You could have 
a wealth of experience in three days!  

 

I went with Rebecca Low who wanted to hear Clara 
Parkes give the keynote speech for the event, and 
I’m so glad I did. Clara Parkes with Rebecca Low. 

Photo by Lynn McCown.  

 

Clara has released a new book, “Vanishing Fleece” 
about the American wool industry and a lot of her 
talk was based on information she learned while 
researching and writing the book. She had fascinat-
ing facts about different breeds of sheep and the 
differences in their fleeces, as well as information 
about local small wool producers.  

 

Since Rebecca is one of those small producers, I 
understood her interest and of course, had to take 
her picture with Clara.  

 

Clara had a strong message about knitters needing 
to be better educated about fiber and breeds and 
those knitters in turn sharing that information with 
others. Being responsible citizens of the planet in-
cludes an awareness of production practices and 
the effects of those practices on our environment. It 
also includes choosing the right fibers for a project 
and getting great results and then having cool stuff 
we feel good about!  

 

At the end of her talk Clara threw lots and lots of 
fifty gram skeins of Sandnes Sisu, a lovely worsted 
spun yarn 80% wool, 20% polymid. I was lucky to 
catch one skein that bounced off the head of the 
woman in front of me.  

 

Sandnes, a Norwegian company which along with 
Prym, a German company, were sponsors of the 
show. Prym, who make great pins and needles for 
sewing also make knitting needles and are bringing 
out a new line of triangular needles, made of a very 
firm polymer. I tried the new needles with a new 
project of mine, in a particularly slippery yarn, and 
was delighted with the result. I wouldn’t use them 
with sticky yarns, however.  

 

The Market had seventy vendors with an amazing 
array of fiber, jewelry, notions, patterns, kits, and 
art. I am convinced there was something for every-
one. I loved seeing so many DKG members find 
good things in the market as well as enthusing 
about the classes they had already taken. I’m anx-
ious to hear more of what those ladies learned.  

 

(Continued on page 8) 
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I’ve finished two pairs of mitts. One pair, for my 
stepdaughter, sparked this exchange with my 
husband. 

 

“Do you think she’ll like these?,” I say, holding up a 

half-completed mitt. 

“Are those without fingers? You want the truth? No.”  

“They’re cashmere.” I say. 

“Well, she’ll like that part.”  

Elizabeth Zimmerman says to knit on with hope 
through all crises. But, what if the knitting is the 
crisis? Okay, crisis is probably too strong a word… 

 

The concerns of gift knitting are many. Will it fit, will 
they like the color/style, and the dreaded “it itches.” I 
don’t regularly use acrylic yarn, but it’s my first and 
only option for the grandchildren. Sorry EZ. 

 

I’m not a prolific gift knitter. I’ve made one garment for 
someone other than myself. I made a vest for my 
husband. It took awhile, fits, and looks great on him. I 
used nice yarn in his favorite color. He doesn’t wear 
it. His entire wardrobe is made up of synthetic fibers 
with the OSU logo on them. I don’t knit for him other 
than the occasional hat. 

 

This year I’m knitting a pair of mitts for my 
stepdaughter. In 29 years of being married to her 
father, I have never knit her anything. She spends a 
lot of money on fashionable, expensive clothes. I’m 
not sure my humble hand-knits can compete.  

 

If not, the time and money invested is small - a free 
pattern and a small skein of luxury yarn.  

 

My bet is that hubby is wrong and she will like them, 
realizing that fingerless mitts fill a void in her life she 
never knew existed...because...cashmere... 

 

Don’t miss Monica’s complete 2020 overview of the 
upcoming winter to spring programs in this issue. 
Lynn has a recap of her delightful experience at the 
recent Vogue Knitting Live event in Columbus. 

 

Happy Holidays,   

Jean 

(Continued from page 1) MEET OUR MEMBER 

JOHANNA POORTMAN 
My name is Johanna Poortman, I live in Sharon-
ville and work at the Symmes Library. I am a 
member of DKG since 2017. Married to Gerald 
since 1988, we have two wonderful sons, Oscar 
and Max and a lovely future daughter-in-law 
Cora.  

 

I grew up in The Netherlands and there it was a 
tradition that young girls were taught the hand-
crafting skills of knitting, crochet, embroidery, 
etc., at school. From the age of about seven, 
every Wednesday afternoon it was girls only in 
the classroom under the watchful eyes of the 
“handcraft teacher.” She was teaching us the 
“useful handcrafts,” starting with knitting with 
steel needles and cheap white cotton yarn. (In 
my memory those teachers were always a bit of 
sour faced elderly ladies)  The idea was, by the 
time a girl left elementary school, she had the 
skills, patterns, and examples of all the items 
she would need for her future family: knitted un-
derwear, baby bonnets, egg warmers, etc. 

 

Unfortunately my motor skills developed slowIy 
so I was not very good at it…my sweaty strug-
gling hands made the needles rust and got the 
yarn discolored and stuck to the needles. The 
teacher looked even more sour-faced then. I 
won't even mention the results of needle and 
thread and the art of embroidering letters on lin-
en or the mysteries of a crochet hook. My moth-
er, who was an excellent needlecraft woman 
had even less patience with me.  

 

It was however the dawn of the seventies and 
bless the heart of a young modern hippy teacher 
who saw immediately that my fine motor skills 
needed a little nurturing. She said the magic 
word ‘No’ to the steel needles and cotton.  

 

She let me knit simple squares with worsted col-
ored yarns and then she gave me a piece of 
burlap and a big sewing needle and I sewed the 
squares on in a certain pattern and voila: I made 
a wall hanging of a knitted robot and it was the 
first time in my life I got praise and admiration 
from my classmates. I felt so happy!!  

 

She taught me macrame and paper mache and 
many more skills suitable for awkward little 
hands. She brought the joy of handcraft to me 
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Mon, Tues, Friday—10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 

Thursday—10 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

Saturday & Sunday—1 to 5 p.m. 

 

Noah’s Landing 
Luxury Yarns for Knitters 

 

Susan Sivey, Owner 

7575 Brown Rd. 

Shreve, Ohio 44676 

Call or email for an appointment 

330-465-1820 

noahwool@embarqmail.com 

Hours- Wed/Thurs. 11-6 Fri.1-5 Sat. 11-4 

Open Knits Wed./ Fri. @ 1  PM All Are Welcome 
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The Cal l  of  the Wool  

Bring: Covered dish, soup, salad or dessert to share. Please come even if you don’t have time to bring something 

to share. The Guild will provide drinks and table service. 

 

Have a skill or technique to share with us or something you’d like to learn more 

about? I’d welcome your help.  Monica MacFarland 

(Continued from page 2) 

Community Service Projects collected at 
scheduled meetings.  

 

Warm Up the Community 

Co-chairs: Barbara Evenson and Judy Banks 

Members knit caps, ear warmers, mittens, and 
scarves to be distributed through various organiza-
tions to keep heads, ears, hands, and hearts warm 
during the winter months. 

 

Dayton VA 

Chair: Marti Coblentz 

Knitted and crocheted lap robes are delivered to the 
Dayton Veterans Administration Hospital. Materials 
must be washable, of any design, colorful and 
measure about 36" x 42". Ties may be added for 
wheelchair use. Comfort items such as soap, sham-
poo, toothpaste, toothbrushes, pens, pencils, 
combs, and DVDs are also collected. 

 

Preemie Hats 

Chair: Nancy Newman 

Members knit these for the Miami Valley Hospital 
Neo-natal Center. The hospital uses at least fifty 
hats per month.  

 

 

 

www.silkroadcincinnati.com 

Fine Yarn & Fabric     Globaly & Ethically Sourced  

Unique Supplies & Classes for Fiber Artists  

Knitting, Crochet, Quilting, Felting, Weaving, Dye-

ing & Mixed Media 

All experience levels welcome. 

Artwork from local and global artists  

Accessories, jewelry, fiber art, & home décor  

 

6106 Hamilton Ave., Cincinnati, Ohio 45224   513-541-3700 

Open Tues-Wed 10am-6pm, Thurs 10am-8pm, Fri 10am-5pm, 

Sun Noon-5pm, CLOSED Mon 

 

and the important lesson that sometimes you need to take a different path to learn something but you will 
get there in the end! From that time onwards I taught myself many more skills but 
knitting is my yoga!  

 

I knitted the big sweaters in the eighties, baby sweaters for my two boys in the 
nineties, and after that just stayed knitting for fun and to improve on my skills. I 
even taught other people to knit!  

 

    I wish I had not forgotten the name of the beautiful young teacher. But every 
time I finish a project I send her a thank-you-so-very-much thought. 

(Continued from page 4) 
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The Cal l  of  the Wool  

There were some fiber artists, and fiber and ceramic artists in a special area near the Market with beautiful 
creations. One artist worked with pixelated versions of knitted pieces demonstrating color saturation. Fitness 
was even part of the weekend with a Yoga class and a stretching for knitters session both open to at-
tendees.  

 

There were three different Runway fashion shows on Saturday, some free lectures and events each day, as 
well as other lectures at additional cost. The real joy for me at an event like this is being in such a large and 
diverse gathering of fiber enthusiasts like myself, with folks wearing their hand knits and creating a constant 
fashion show with endless possibilities. Not to mention the opportunity to touch so much beautiful yarn.  

(Continued from page 3) 

MACHINE KNITTING IS SO EASY 

EVEN A CHILD CAN DO IT 

 

THIS PHOTO SHOWS 

MY TWIN GRANDDAUGHTERS 

WEARING SCARVES THEY MADE 

WHEN THEY WERE 5! 

IS A FIVE YEAR OLD SMARTER THAN YOU? 

 

FIND OUT HOW THEY DID IT AT: 

 

 

Julie's Knit-Knacks 

1560 Hillside Drive 

Beavercreek, OH 45432 

937-426-3580 

jesterli@sbcglobal.net 

DINEH RESERVATION DONATIONS 
We were very fortunate to have Corine Fairbanks, coordinator for the American Indian Movement for the 
Southwest region, offer to take our wonderful wool articles to the Dineh Reservation in Northern Arizona.  

 

It always seems so much better for things to be delivered in person. She transported things for us last year 
and said it was so much fun for her to see how pleased and happy folks were to see the really fine work-
manship and good quality of wool that would keep them warm through the coming winter and for years to 
come. 

 

Several of the women on this reservation are weavers, but not knitters. Because they are fiber workers they 
are really conscious of the advantages of wool and of the time it takes to make something by hand.  

Thank you all who have knitted for them this year! We had some lovely things this year including 20 
pairs of mittens, 30 hats, 18 scarves, 4 children sweaters, 2 Adult cardigans, 5 baby blankets, one 
full sized blanket and 4 knitted toys. 
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Around the Knitting World 
 

Registration is still going strong for the Dallas Fort Worth Fiber festival in April!  

http://www.dfwfiberfest.org/registration.html 

 

Why “Netflix and Knit” is the new Netflix and Chill.  

https://www.thestar.com/life/2019/11/13/why-netflix-and-knit-is-my-new-netflix-and-chill.html 

 

Mr. Roger’s movie sweaters took nine weeks to knit. 

https://nypost.com/2019/11/21/tom-hanks-sweaters-for-mr-rogers-movie-took-9-weeks-to-knit/ 

 

25 Days of Free Patterns from Darn Good Yarn   

https://www.darngoodyarn.com/blogs/darn-good-blog/25-days-of-free-patterns-from-darn-good-yarn 

 

7 Gift Ideas for Knitters This Holiday Season from Patty Lyons, Knitting Teacher 

https://pattylyons.com/blog/ 

 

 

 

 

The Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton County (https://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/) offers a free hook 
up with the website Creativebug! Creativebug.com describes their site as thousands of award-winning art 
& craft video classes taught by recognized design experts and artists. 

 

And I personally love it! It’s so user friendly and the quality on what’s on offer is really high. After you regis-
ter with your library card (more about that later) you create your account by following the guided steps. 
Than the real fun begins by browsing around, put the classes you like in your watchlist to come back to 
later, already watch a few and return to at later time for specific chapters and/or download patterns. 

 

If you want to go all the way and hook up with kindred spirits, you can use Facebook or Instagram and 
hashtag your projects.  

 

The Dayton library doesn’t offer Creativebug. However, any resident of Ohio can obtain a library card at 
any of the 41 branches of the Cincinnati Library for free. It takes about 15 minutes tops and all you need to 
bring is a photo ID and proof of where you live. (You can preregister online if you want and speed up the 
process even more). 

 

Once you have your library card, go to the website https://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/. On the home page 
in the brown menu bar click on the section e-branch and than choose e-learning. There you will find all free 
websites you can hook up with, among them Creativebug. Sign up with your library card and voila!!! The 
winter is coming and from the comfort from home you can select your classes.  

About Creative 

Bug for Free!!! 
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The Cal l  of  the Wool  

225 N. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402 

 

937.221.9585 
Jamieson’s of Shetland Spindrift in more than 200 colors 

 

Brooklyn Tweed 
Blue Sky Fibers    Spud & Chloe    Shibui 

Phydeaux    Biscotte & Cie 

Manos del Uruguay   Rowan    Berroco 

Rauma    From the Mountain 

    Opening hours: 
    Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday – 11:00am – 7:00pm 

    Friday – 11:00am – 6:00pm 

    Saturday – 10:00am – 4:00pm 
    Knit/Crochet Gathering—Saturday at 10am 

    Knit/Crochet Night – Thursday until 8:00pm 

 
 

 

www.stringsattachedyarns.com 
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Guild Information 
The purpose of the Dayton Knitting Guild (DKG) shall be to promote interest and skill in the art of knitting, to encourage 

high standards of quality and workmanship, and to encourage the use of those skills for the benefit of others.   

Membership is open to all skill levels. 

Officers and Board Members 

President: Lynn McCown 

VP/Program Chairman: Monica MacFarland  

Secretary: Kim Kulasa, Treasurer:  Mary Owens 

Membership Chair: Sue Pfeiffer, Newsletter Editor: Jean Andrews 

Retreat Chair: Heather Janney, Ravelry Moderators: Valerie 
Moseley,  Shelley Stevens, Blog Moderator: Heather Janney 

 
Dues 

Our fiscal year is July 1 to June 30. Dues are $15 per year includ-
ing digital newsletter. Digital newsletter only subscriptions are $10 
per year. $25 for membership with a mailed newsletter. Make 
checks payable to Dayton Knitting Guild. To join, come to a meet-
ing or contact Sue Pfeiffer at 937-344-6834. 

 
Annual Retreat 

Attendance is limited to 45. Dues-paid members as of the Sep-
tember meeting have registration priority. Registration forms must 
be accompanied by fully paid registration fees.  

Meeting location: 310 Allen St., Dayton, OH  
at the St. Mary Center at 10 AM and 7 PM 

No meetings December, July and August 

 

Visit us online at: 

www.daytonknittingguild.com 

www.daytonknittingguild.org 

Ravelry.com/groups Dayton Knitting Guild 

Use of information or material from our newsletter or web 
site, should be credited as  follows: Dayton Knitting Guild 
Call of the Wool, [issue date], vol. __, no. __;  or daytonknit-
tingguild.com. 

 

Call of the Wool newsletter is published quarterly: March, 
June, September, December. Deadlines for materials sub-
missions are February 15, May 15, August 15, & November 
15. The editor may edit any materials. Send newsletter ma-
terial or contact the Editor at dkgeditornews@gmail.com. 

 
The Dayton Knitting Guild email address is 

info@daytonknittingguild.com  
for questions or feedback. 

 
 


