
The New York Sheep and 

Wool festival is a fiber 

loverõs dream world. It is 

one of the largest fiber fes-

tivals in North America (if 

not the largest) and is held 

annually the third weekend 

in October in Rhinebeck, 

New York. The time of year 

is usually peak season for 
the Fall foliage, and the 

color in the rolling hills of 

Pennsylvania or 

Southern New York 

state ð assuming 

you are driving one 

of these routes 

from Ohio ð is 

breathtaking. Itõs a 

relatively easy drive, 

but it is either a 

long day or a 2-day 

drive if you want to 

relax and enjoy the 

trip. We opted for 

the 2-day version, 

and had time to 

sightsee in the 

Rhinebeck area on 

the second day. 

This year we visited 

Eleanor Rooseveltõs 

home Val-Kill (Dutch name 

ð loose translation is Wa-

terfall Stream). Although 

born into a well to do fam-

ily, her life was fraught with 

difficult circumstances. 

This was the only 

home she ever 

owned. Seeing her 

modest home and 

lifestyle gave much 

insight into her char-

acter. And she was 

an avid knitter! 

The New York Sheep 

and Wool festival is 

held in the Duchess 

County Fairgrounds an 

upscale venue with 

paved pathways, well-

built barns and indoor 

facilities.  A very large 

number of sheep breeds 

were on hand along with 

alpacas, llamas, goats, 

rabbits, etc. There are 

also informative 

sessions on spe-

cific breeds of fi-

ber producing ani-

mals and lots of 

workshops if you 

can tear yourself 

away from the 
vendors. They also 

have an assort-

ment of events 

like herding dog 

demonstrations 

as well as Frisbee 

antics, parade of 

sheep, and llama 

jumping ð you 

have to see it to 

believe it.  Who knew 

llamas could leap like 

deer? 

The food is phenomenal.  

Visitors can opt to by-

pass the fried òfairó food 

for specialties like lamb 

stew, lamb kebobs, 

fresh pies, artichoke 
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DKG Holiday Party is  

December 3  

from 10-2 at   

Lynn McCownõs  

310 Allen St., Yellow Springs 

No regular meeting in December 



Barbara Richardson recently re-

ceived a pair of socks from a 

friend. They were quite lovely, a 

striped sock with cream and 

variegated pink yarns. When 

Barb washed the socks for the 

first time, the pink yarn ran into 

the cream. Being the trusting 

person Barb is, she asked me if 

I could fix her socks to get the 

pink color leakage out of the 

cream yarn.  

This was my first mistakeñI be-

lieved what I had read on sev-

eral blog posts about removing 

bleeding color. My first attempt 

was to take Shout Color Catch-

ers, wet them, and put them on 

the color leakage as according 

to an article I read. That was a 

waste of color catchers. No 

color transferred to the color 

catcher sheets. My second 

attempt was where the dis-

aster happened. I used Rit 

Color Remover. I followed 

the instructions on the box.  

The color bleed came out 

and I was very excited. I 

washed the socks and hung 

them to dry. I was feeling 

very please with myself until 

I went to took them off the 

drying rack. The pink had 

bled even more into the 

cream! The worst part was 

that the socks had shrunk 

considerably as they air 

dried. The soft and lovely 

socks had turned into a 

mess. The picture above does not 

reveal the true mess these socks 

have become.  The citric acid 

method of setting  dye would NOT 

work on these socks as they were 

not a high content wool sock. The 

citric acid soak only works on natural 

fibers. Barb hopes the socks will fit 

one of her grandchildren. The les-

sons here are that everything you 

read on the Internet is not necessar-

ily true and test your yarns for color 

leakage. 
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225 N. Main St., Dayton, OH 45402 

 

937.221.9585 

 

Ohioôs only Brooklyn Tweed Stockist 
 

Blue Sky Fibers  È  Spud & Chloe  È  Shibui 
Wolleôs  È  Phydeaux  È  KnitCircus  È Biscotte & Cie 

 

Manos del Uruguay  È Rowan  È  Berroco 
 

Reywa È From the Mountain 

 

    Opening hours: 

    Monday, Tuesday, Friday ï 11:00am ï 7:00pm 

    Wednesday, Thursday ï 11:00am ï 8:00pm 

    Saturday ï 10:00am ï 4:00pm 

    Knit/Crochet Night ï Thursday until 8:00pm 

 
 

www.stringsattachedyarns.com 
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everything, freshly made pickles, New York cheeses, 

and letõs not forget the building with wine vendors (and 

tasting!) 

But thatõs just the trimmings. The highlight for fiber 

lovers is the feast of yarns, fibers, and hand-made 

items. It is tradition for visitors to wear their annual 

òRhinebeck Sweateró. In reality, itõs anything hand 

made. With over 30,000 visitors per day, thatõs a lot of 

hand-made garments. Only at a place like Rhinebeck 

can you complement a sweater and ask ð òis that a 

Starmore?ó and get a knowing òYes!ó It is a visual treat 

for the eyes, and a great source of inspiration for your 

next project. 

And oooh the fiber and wool! Many of the most cov-

eted independent dyers are there as well as the òrock 

staró designers.  They want in on the fun too!  You can 

easily come home with a carload of yarn and fiber if 

your wallet holds out. Itõs a wonderful excursion for any 

avid fiber fan. 

 

4H Parade at Rhinebeck  


